
C a t h o l i c  A p o l o g e t i c s
O r i g e n  &  R i s e  o f  t h e  P a p a c y
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Pentecost 
33 AD

1 Clement-Rome
Didache 

90-100 AD

Temple 
Destroyed

70 AD

Cyprian of Carthage 
250 AD

Peter = Rock 
All bishops sit in 

Peter’s Seat

Single Bishop Normative
No Bishop of Bishops

Mix of Single Bishop 
& Elder Plurality

Normative

Elder 
Plurality

Normative

Roman Bishop-Stephen
250 AD

1st to use Matthew 16.18 for supremacy
Cyprian Rebukes

Ignatius of Antioch
110 AD

Single Bishop-East

Shepherd Hermas
140 AD

Rome-Elder Lead

Polycarp of Smyrna
140-150 AD
Two offices

Quartodeciman 
Controversy

190 AD

Irenaeus of Lyon
175 AD

Honor to Rome
Founded by Peter & Paul
Roman bishop in heresy

Council of Nicaea
325 AD

Canon 6: Regional Primacy

Emperor Constantine
313 AD Edict of Toleration 

Christianity Legalized

Emperor Constantine
330 AD 

Moves Capital from 
Rome to Constantinople
Creating political power 

vacuum in Rome

Council of Constantinople
381 AD

Canon 2: Regional Primacy

Jerome
400 AD

Single Bishop
w/ local authority

Rome Sacked - 410 AD
By necessity the Roman 

Bishop increases political 
role & power

Augustine of Hippo - 410 AD
Early-Peter = Rock

Later-Confession = Rock
Exalted Peter & Roman Church

Conflict between Rome & North African Bishops
Rome backs down

Pope Leo III
800 AD

Crowns Charles (Charlemagne)
Holy Roman Emperor

Council of Chalcedon
 451 AD- Canon 28:

Accept Pope I Leo’s theological 
role but reject his 

ecclesiastical authority

Babylonian Captivity of Church
1305-1417 AD

Papacy moves from Rome to
Avignon, France

Council of Constance heals 
schism; Jan Huss

Papal Bull - Unam Sanctam
1302 AD

Pope Boniface VIII
Submission to Roman Bishop is 

necessary for salvation

Great Schism – 1054 AD
East – West

Greek v. Latin
Conciliarism v. Pope

Filioque, Icons, Lord’s Supper
Excommunications remain active 

Pornocracy
900-1050 AD

Papacy rampant with simony, 
crime, sex, etc.

Protestant Reformation
1517 AD

Council of Trent 
1545-1563 AD

Vatican II
1962-65 AD

Vatican I
1869 AD
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