
Roman Catholic Apologetics & Evangelism



Week 1-2: Introduction & Authority



Goal: 

Give you confidence that you have Biblical answers & 
teach you how to think and not necessarily what to think!



Argument: 

“We are the one true church of 2,000 years”



They want you to believe is that the current 

expression of the Roman church is the same as 

the church 50-100 years after Christ.





RC is not a cult but became an apostate church 

when it left the truth of scripture slowly over 

hundreds of years!



Authority & Accretion!



I want us to believe and appreciate that we are 
part of the catholic church but not the Catholic 

church located in Rome



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; suffered under 

Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; 

the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; I believe a holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Welcome to a Reformed Church: A Guide for Pilgrims



The beauty of evangelical Protestantism is that 
we believe there are true expressions of the 

“catholic church” in many places



Epistemology:  Study of how we know what we know! 

What is our authority?



Roman Catholic 
Authority Structure

TraditionMagisterium Scripture

Praying/Venerating Mary & Saints

Sola Ecclesia

Exclusivity of Rome

Good Works/Merit

Smells & Bells

Indulgences

Mortal v. Venial Sin

Confession to Priest

Pope’s Funny Hat/Vestments

Eucharist-Transubstantiation

Priests as “Father”

Unity of Rome



Sola Scriptura:  

Scripture is the sole and sufficient infallible rule of faith for the Christian Church 

(James White; Roman Catholic Controversy)



Infallibility:

The characteristic of being incapable of failing to accomplish a 

predetermined purpose. In Protestant theology infallibility is usually 

associated with Scripture. The Bible will not fail in its ultimate purpose of 

revealing God and the way of salvation to humans. In Roman Catholic 

theology infallibility is also extended to the teaching of the church 

(“magisterium” or “dogma”) under the authority of the pope as the chief 

teacher and earthly head of the body of Christ.

Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms



16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.

2 Timothy 3:16–17 ESV



Sola Scriptura is Not a claim that the Bible contains all knowledge but rather 

that Scripture provides sufficient and clear knowledge for the ordinary 

believer to understand how they are saved and how to live a Christian life!!



14 But as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 15 and 
how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which 
are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:14–15 ESV



Church is not left without the voice of God, but 
through Scripture the church hears her Lord.



16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received 
honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to 
him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne 
from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And 
we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will 
do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until 
the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20 
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone’s own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 Peter 1:16–21 ESV



Sola Scriptura. “.....perhaps more fundamentally, pushing back against the universal human 

tendency to replace God’s authority with human authority. One might say that all of 

redemptive history is marked by humans swapping God out for mere creaturely authorities. To 

sum up, sola scriptura fights against idolatry.” (Michael Kruger)



the Word of the Lord is the sole way that can lead 
us in our search for all that it is lawful to hold 
concerning him, and is the sole light to illumine 
our vision of all that we should see of him, it will 
readily keep and restrain us from all rashness.
For we shall know that the moment we exceed 
the bounds of the Word, our course is outside the 
pathway and in darkness, and that there we must 
repeatedly wander, slip, and stumble.

John Calvin: Institutes of the Christian Religion; 3.21.2



Argument: 

the apostles were not “sola scriptura” Christians?



Sola Scriptura is not a claim that there was never a time that 

gospel was passed along orally!



Sola Scriptura does claim that for the church today, all 

revealed truth of God is found in scripture.



Be Like Jesus: 

Jesus’s view of scripture and how tradition is tested by scripture



4 But he answered, “It is written, “ ‘Man 

shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.’ ”

Matthew 4:4 ESV



7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, 

‘You shall not put the Lord your God to 

the test.’ ”

Matthew 4:7 ESV



13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My 

house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 

but you make it a den of robbers.”

Matthew 21:13 ESV



10 Have you not read this Scripture: 

“ ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone;

Mark 12:10 ESV



31 And as for the resurrection of the 

dead, have you not read what was said 

to you by God:

Matthew 22:31 ESV



Conclusion: 

when you read scripture, you are reading what God said!



19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, 
to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of 
all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 
own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 Peter 1:19–21 ESV



16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.

2 Timothy 3:16–17 ESV



28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, 
in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care 
for the church of God, which he obtained with his own 
blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from 
among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted 
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 
Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did 
not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 
32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

Acts 20:28–32 ESV



Argument:

“Of course, we agree with you!  Scripture is “God breathed and has authority” but 

here is the problem!  You silly Protestants are only obeying part of scripture.  Have 

you not read 2 Thess 2.15?”





15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold 

to the traditions that you were taught by 

us, either by our spoken word or by our 

letter.

2 Thessalonians 2:15 ESV



Assumption: 

what was oral and written differ in some way



14 To this he called you through our gospel, 
so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand 
firm and hold to the traditions that you were 
taught by us, either by our spoken word or 
by our letter.

2 Thessalonians 2:14–15 ESV



6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting 
him who called you in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is 
another one, but there are some who trouble you and 
want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we 
or an angel from heaven should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let 
him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I 
say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.

Galatians 1:6–9 ESV



5 Do you not remember that when I was 

still with you I told you these things?

2 Thessalonians 2:5 ESV



6 Now we command you, brothers, in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you 

keep away from any brother who is 

walking in idleness and not in accord with 

the tradition that you received from us.

2 Thessalonians 3:6 ESV



How did Jesus view and evaluate tradition?



1 Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 
said, 2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For 
they do not wash their hands when they eat.” 3 He answered them, 
“And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of 
your tradition? 4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 5 
But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you 
would have gained from me is given to God,” 6 he need not honor 
his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the 
word of God. 7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, 
when he said: 8 “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as 
doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

Matthew 15:1–9 ESV



Any tradition, no matter its alleged 
origin must be tested against scripture



3 Categories of Tradition



Tradition II:  Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox; 
give equal authority to scripture and tradition

Dangers: Functionally denies the clarity of scripture & priesthood of 
all believers; Example: Filioque clause; & church councils; & 

exclusivity of their church (sola ecclesia)!



Tradition 0: (Solo Scriptura); Scripture alone and me and 

my Bible under a tree

Dangers:  Functionally denies the catholicity of the church & Guidance of 
Holy Spirit in history, as well as the bias toward present thinking and 

events!  Example: this is what it means to me Bible Studies



Tradition I (Sola Scriptura view): Tradition is important but must be under 

the authority of scripture.  We want to know what those that came before 

us said and how they contributed to the church.   However, their views 

are judged by scripture and not on the same plain. We can accept what 

agrees with scripture and reject what does not. (This is the balanced 

view & Jesus’s view in Matthew 15 & Mark 7)



Conclusion:

On ?s of authority, RCs are not arguing with you but rather with Jesus, 
Peter, and Paul.



Irenaeus; 175 AD

We have learned from none others the plan of our salvation, than from 
those through whom the Gospel has come down to us, which they did 
at one time proclaim in public, and, at a later period, by the will of God, 
handed down to us in the Scriptures, to be the ground and pillar of our 
faith



Roman Catholic Authority Claims:







18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 16:18 ESV



Who/What is “this rock”?



13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed 
in heaven.”

Matthew 16:13–19 ESV









Unam Sanctam: Boniface VIII; Papal Bull, 

11/18/1302

We therefore declare, say, and affirm that submission on 
the part of every man to the bishop of Rome is altogether 

necessary for his salvation.



“Ancient and unchanging faith of the whole 
church” or “unanimous consent of the fathers”



And if we too have said like Peter, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” not as if flesh and blood had 
revealed it unto us, but by light from the Father in heaven 
having shone in our heart, we become a Peter, and to us 
there might be said by the Word, “Thou art Peter,” etc. For 
a rock5 is every disciple of Christ of whom those drank 
who drank of the spiritual rock which followed them, and 
upon every such rock is built every word of the church, 
and the polity in accordance with it; for in each of the 
perfect, who have the combination of words and deeds 
and thoughts which fill up the blessedness, is the church 
built by God.  (Origen 225AD)

Ante-Nicene Fathers 9: The Gospel of Peter, the Diatessaron of Tatian, the Apocalypse of Peter, the Visio Pauli, the Apocalypses of the Virgin 

and Sedrach, the Testament of Abraham, the Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena, the Narrative of Zosimus, the Apology of Aristides, the Epistles 

of Clement (Complete Text), Origen’s Commentary on John, Books I-X, and Commentary on Matthew, Books I, II, and X-XIV



But if you suppose that upon that one Peter only 

the whole church is built by God, what would you 

say about John the son of thunder or each one of 

the Apostles? (Origen 225AD)

Ante-Nicene Fathers 9: The Gospel of Peter, the Diatessaron of Tatian, the Apocalypse of Peter, the Visio Pauli, the Apocalypses of the Virgin 

and Sedrach, the Testament of Abraham, the Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena, the Narrative of Zosimus, the Apology of Aristides, the Epistles 

of Clement (Complete Text), Origen’s Commentary on John, Books I-X, and Commentary on Matthew, Books I, II, and X-XIV



Are the keys of the kingdom of heaven given by 

the Lord to Peter only, and will no other of the 

blessed receive them (Origen 225AD)

Ante-Nicene Fathers 9: The Gospel of Peter, the Diatessaron of Tatian, the Apocalypse of Peter, the Visio Pauli, the Apocalypses of the Virgin 

and Sedrach, the Testament of Abraham, the Acts of Xanthippe and Polyxena, the Narrative of Zosimus, the Apology of Aristides, the Epistles 

of Clement (Complete Text), Origen’s Commentary on John, Books I-X, and Commentary on Matthew, Books I, II, and X-XIV



He arranged by His authority the origin of that 

unity, as beginning from one. (Cyprian 250AD)

Ante-Nicene Fathers 5: Fathers of the Third Century: Hippolytus, Cyprian, Novatian, Appendix



Assuredly the rest of the apostles were also the 

same as was Peter, endowed with a like 

partnership both of honour and power; but the 

beginning proceeds from unity (Cyprian 250AD)

Ante-Nicene Fathers 5: Fathers of the Third Century: Hippolytus, Cyprian, Novatian, Appendix



Thence, through the changes of times and 

successions, the ordering of bishops and the plan 

of the Church flow onwards; so that the Church is 

founded upon the bishops, and every act of the 

Church is controlled by these same rulers
(Cyprian 250AD)

Ante-Nicene Fathers 5: Fathers of the Third Century: Hippolytus, Cyprian, Novatian, Appendix



Having said to Peter, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jonas, and of having promised 

to lay the foundation of the Church upon his confession; not long after He says, 

Get thee behind me, Satan. And elsewhere he said, Upon this rock. He did not say 

upon Peter for it is not upon the man, but upon his own faith that the church is 

built. And what is this faith? You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
John Chrysostom 375 AD (In pentecosten 52.806.75 – 52.807.1)



Augustine 420AD:

For before he was called Simon. Now this name of Peter was given 
him by the Lord, and that in a figure, that he should signify the 
Church. For seeing that Christ is the rock (Petra), Peter is the 
Christian people. Therefore Peter is so called from the rock; not the 
rock from Peter; as Christ is not called Christ from the Christian, but 
the Christian from Christ. For the rock (Petra) is the original name. 
“Therefore,” he saith, “Thou art Peter; and upon this Rock” which thou 
hast confessed, upon this Rock which thou hast acknowledged, 
saying, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God, will I build My 
Church;” that is upon Myself, the Son of the living God, “will I build My 
Church.” I will build thee upon Myself, not Myself upon thee.

Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers 1.6: Saint Augustin: Sermon on the Mount, Harmony of the 
Gospels, Homilies on the Gospels



This is My Son, had revealed to Peter that he must 
confess Thou art the Son of God, for in the words This is, 
God the Revealer points Him out, and the response, Thou 
art, is the believer’s welcome to the truth. And this is the 
rock of confession whereon the Church is built

This faith it is which is the foundation of the Church; 
through this faith the gates of hell cannot prevail against 
her. This is the faith which has the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven. Whatsoever this faith shall have loosed or bound 
on earth shall be loosed or bound in heaven

Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers 2.9: St. Hilary of Poitiers 350AD



Important Conclusions after all Patristic Evidence is 
examined regarding Rome’s claims to the Papacy:

1. The general consensus among the Fathers regarding Matthew 16.18 is that the rock and foundation 

of the church is Jesus himself or Peter’s confession of faith.

2. Peter figuratively represented the unity of the church

3. The keys are a declarative authority to teach truth, preach the gospel, and exercise discipline in the 

church

4. The fathers spoke about Peter in exalted terms

5. They saw bishops of Rome as successors of Peter but not the exclusive successors of Peter nor 

the rulers of the universal church

6. Therefore, there is no theological evidence nor historical evidence to support Roman claims to 

primacy and authority



Burden of Proof is on Rome
Must prove that it is better to place trust in Pope/Magisterim over God’s word

Need to prove that Jesus was speaking exclusively to Peter establishing him as “prince of the 

apostles” very first Pope and head of universal church

Even if you think Peter is the “rock”, that it was the intention of Jesus to establish the office of 

the Pope and authority passed down via his successors

Must prove this is the ancient, constant, and unchanging faith of the church

Rome wants to build their church on a man and his successors! Exclusive & Catholic!

Protestants believe the church is built on Christ or the confession of him as savior! Inclusive & 

catholic!



What does the biblical evidence show?
Was there an awareness among the apostles of the primacy of Peter? 



24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them 
was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 And he said to them, 
“The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and 
those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But 
not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become 
as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For 
who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who 
serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am 
among you as the one who serves. 28 “You are those who 
have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as 
my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat 
and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Luke 22:24–30 ESV



7 On the contrary, when they saw that I 

had been entrusted with the gospel to the 

uncircumcised, just as Peter had been 

entrusted with the gospel to the 

circumcised

Galatians 2:7 ESV



13 After they finished speaking, James 

replied, “Brothers, listen to me.

Acts 15:13 ESV



19 Therefore my judgment is that we 

should not trouble those of the Gentiles 

who turn to God,

Acts 15:19 ESV



4 As they went on their way through the 

cities, they delivered to them for 

observance the decisions that had been 

reached by the apostles and elders who 

were in Jerusalem.

Acts 16:4 ESV



28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for 
the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 
I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your 
own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw 
away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, 
remembering that for three years I did not cease night or 
day to admonish every one with tears. 32 And now I 
commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among 
all those who are sanctified.

Acts 20:28–32 ESV



How did Peter view himself?

1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and 
a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker 
in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the 
flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not 
under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; 
not for shameful gain, but eagerly;

1 Peter 5:1–2 ESV



Arguments: 

Following the Pope creates unity!  We are one church with one leader!  We are sure! 

You Protestants are divided and have thousands of denominations!  Each person is their own little Pope! There is unity 

in Rome and anarchy in Protestantism!”



















Christian, you are really offered two options:

1) Infallible, unchanging, God breathed Scripture;  or

2)  Rome’s claim to unity and certainty but really the shifting 

sands of tradition and who is interpreting this tradition



“I wish to become a Christian, but I know not whom to join: there is much fighting and 

faction among you, much confusion: which doctrine am I to choose?

but if we bid you believe the Scriptures, and these are simple and true, the decision 

is easy for you. If any agree with the Scriptures, he is the Christian; if any fight 

against them, he is far from this rule

John Chrysostom (375AD),  in Saint Chrysostom: Homilies on the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the Romans, ed. Philip Schaff, trans. J. 

Walker et al., vol. 11, A Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, First Series (New York: Christian Literature 

Company, 1889), 210211.



“If custom is to be taken in proof of what is right, then it is certainly competent for me 
to put forward on my side the custom which obtains here. If they reject this, we are 

clearly not bound to follow them. Therefore let God-inspired Scripture decide 
between us; and on whichever side be found doctrines in harmony with the word of 

God, in favour of that side will be cast the vote of truth.

Basil of Caesarea (370AD),  in St. Basil: Letters and Select Works, ed. Philip Schaff and Henry Wace, trans. Blomfield Jackson, vol. 8, A Select Library of 
the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series (New York: Christian Literature Company, 1895), 229.



what more can I teach you, than what we read in the Apostle? For holy Scripture 
setteth a rule to our teaching, that we dare not “be wise more than it behoveth to be 
wise;” but be wise, as himself saith, “unto soberness, according as unto each God 

hath allotted the measure of faith.”2 

Be it not therefore for me to teach you any other thing, save to expound to you the 
words of the Teacher, and to treat of them as the Lord shall have given to me

Augustine of Hippo (375AD),  in St. Augustin: On the Holy Trinity, Doctrinal Treatises, Moral Treatises, ed. Philip Schaff, trans. C. L. Cornish, vol. 3, A 
Select Library of the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, First Series (Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1887), 442.



Furthermore, whether concerning Christ, or concerning His Church, or 
any other matter whatsoever which is connected with your faith and 

life, to say nothing of ourselves, who are by no means to be compared 
with him who said, “Though we,” at any rate, as he went on to say, 

“Though an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which” ye have received in the lawful and evangelical Scripture, 

“let him be accursed
Augustine of Hippo,  in St. Augustin: The Writings against the Manichaeans and against the Donatists, ed. Philip Schaff, trans. J. R. King, vol. 4, A Select Library of the 

Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, First Series (Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1887), 599.



When we investigate scripture and history, we see that sola scriptura is 

both biblical and historical which makes it catholic!
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